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PrePARED STATEMENT oF JouN D, FEERICK

My nme is John D, Feerick and | am Preaidert of the Assocletion of the Bar of
the Gty of New Yerk. Thank you very much for the opportunity 1o testly befors the
wmcommatodaymmnumemmmofwmm
GMN&MWMM:SWQCM

The Assoolition of the Ber of the Clty of New York la ane of the oldest bar
MHwioounw.mdslmusmmmmmmmbm
muonotwﬂdmmjuduuom. Our Commilttes on the Judiclary was one
ammmmammw As far back a9 1874, the
Amdlﬂonmmandmmmmdonmownﬂuﬂomormmmm
United States Supréine Court. We have alsc siudied the Senate Confikmation
M.muﬁnmﬂmawmncﬂnmm«nmﬂaﬂdmmumm
mmaﬁ.iﬁuu. it ia thus a particular honor fo participate in the
thrdeIWmUMncmlm.mlsmambwﬂ
our Association and served on our Execulive Committas from 1974 to 1978,

hm1nf.mumbnadomapouwmtmmuuwm
Commities, our governing body, to evaluate all candidates for appolntment to the
UMMWCM The Exacytive Committes has developac an xiansive
procadurs for svaliating Supreme Court nominaes, indiuding & prooess for conducting
ressarch, 309king views of persons with knowladge of the candidate and of our
membership, and evaluating the informalion recelved. The Commities then appiies
mnmml-mmm-nmmdmmsmmm
qusiifications we Ealleve are essential in a Supreme Court Justios. Indeed, Judge
Glnlbw_bm‘ﬂr;ﬂmhn {o be evaluated under this set of guidelines. The
muwoﬁbmumuhmwmumwmmaammmmm
Bscutive Commidss and our Committee on the Judiciary.

mmmmmmmmoemm.mmmmwmum
Ceviewed: .

-du.lﬂ:odGhM'smmmsoomuenopwom.mmmm
dissenis while siting on the U.S. Court of Appaals for the D.C. Clrouit;
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— published artices and isctures by Judge Ginsburg:
_m%<mwwemma1mo.c.cmmmm
y -
mmmmufmmnwdwonmbeu,pumhmwul
forom held st the Assoclation; and

..mauﬂﬂn.mmmhrhaando&mmﬁﬂubwlhmﬂbm

Mombers d the Executive Committes aiso interviewed Judge Ginsburg. in
mmammmmmmmﬂmm
cﬂmmmmlwdmmammﬂmllmdwmmqmuw
mdm.m'melnsbum.

Tiwl!mufvccommiugomonwuaﬁnomoqummm
Ginsburg pammmuowhgmuuonummuungamu.1m

WMMNWMMWMNWYMIMIMWMW
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on the Exatutive Commiltes's affirmative finding that she possesses to a

substantial dogree al of the gualificetions enumerated In the Assoolation's

Gumlm m«mmwmmmmm

. oxupomnegdmty
. mmmmmwmdwm
a ' dutstending infeectual and analytioal talents
" meturlty of judgment

+ @ unquestonable integrity and indepandence

- g temperament reflacting e willingness to search for a fair
'_mdullonofead\mbcfommcoun

"= ' a sympathetic understanding of the Court's role under the
Gonstituticn in tha protestion of the personud rights of individuals

» * ih eppreciation of the historie role of the Suprems Cowt as the
. Tinal arblier of the meaning of the United States Constitution,
* including a sansitivily to the respactive powers and reciprocal
responsibliity of Congress and the Exeoutive,
ThoMtodﬂon‘uGuideHnudonolpmvldehrgmdammm“amm
only pemit & rdng of qualified or unqualified. These guidelines do, howevar,
omammm.nmmmmammmmm
We ook forward to a iong and exceptional career on the Suprems Court for
Judge Gnaburg. . .
1 witl be pmm to answer your questions.



561

The CHAIRMAN. Well, we are very grateful that you would take
such time and with such thoroughness examine the record of nomi-
nees. One of the reasons why we do, in fact, ask your association
to be here is because of its over 100-year practice of being involved.

I have often wanted to ask you, and I will reserve it now for
maybe over a cup of coffee, what you all did during the Tammany
Hall days. I would like to know more about that.

Mz, FEERICK. I have to research that myself.

The CHAIRMAN. I am serious. It would be a fascinating thing to
look at. I have often wondered whether or not the origins of the
practice of the bar of New York City of looking into judicial nomi-
nations was a response to the patronage system and concern about
it that existed in the days of the late 19th century. It has just been
an historical curiosity on my part. Maybe if the historian of the as-
sociation knows the answer to that, I would appreciate being
dropped a note for my own edification, no other reason.

Mr. FEERICK. You are certainly correct in pointintg to corruption
in New York as being a precipitating cause of the founding of our
bar association, which is exactly right.

The CHAIRMAN. I thank you for your testimony.

Mr. FEERICK. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, Mr. Wiesenfeld, it is a pleasure to have you
here. You have been immortalized by your being a participant, and
a named participant, in one of the most significant Supreme Court
cases of the last 20 years, and maybe longer, and it is a pleasure
to have you here. The floor is yours for 5 minutes.

STATEMENT OF STEPHEN WIESENFELD

Mr. WiEseENFELD, Thank you, Chairman Biden. Senators, I would
like to thank you for inviting me here, and I would also like to
thank my very special friend, Jane DeFalco, sitting behind me, for
accompanying me here today.

The CHAIRMAN. Welcome, Ms. DeFalco.

Mr. WIESENFELD. My wife, Paula, and I were married in 1970.
Not unlike Martin Ginsburg and his wife, Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
we were among the pioneers of alternative family lifestyles. Paula
was a high school math teacher at Edison High School in Edison,
NJ, and she was completing studies for her Ph.D. She wanted her
career in school administration.

I, having already received several graduate degrees, and having
already seen big business, decided to be a self-employed consultant.
1t was our plan that I would take on the primary household chores,
including those related to the raising of our son, Jason.

In 1972, my wife, Paula, passed away. She worked right up to
the last day. With each paycheck, she made the maximum con-
tribution to the Social Security system. When she died, I ap-
proached the Social Security office in New Brunswick, NJ, and ap-
plied for the insured benefits for myself and our son, Jason. I was
denied widow’s benefits.

At that time, the law allowed that both men and women alike
would contribute to the Social Security insurance system based
upon their earnings. If the male died, his Social Security insurance
would then accrue to pay benefits to the family he left behind. If
the woman died, even though her contribution was equal to that





